
(Ha8 a f i sh ing  estahlis)anent on the  bra& of 

the river in "Vest Pay C i t y ) .  

/f? We Bo not do arty f i s h i n g  in the bay out- 

I 

fished in t h o  bag a% present. There ape at w 
leaat 150 pamd ne t s  kirshed in tho bay dur- 

fall. They t&e i n  all the 8 h 0 ~ ~  between 

Tawas a~C1 Caseville and there a r e  s a m e  off 

the charity Islmcis. - 
The hoop nets  are ftshed in the river mit 

BL very ?ew in t F e  ?my. They would be in 

n o t  over 4 feet of natelr and within 56 rod8 
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eo3 an3 at R i f l e  River m d  Pine River. Rut 

probably t . he~r s  8c'e not 10 nets  al topether .  

They fioh some at pamiaacssea River, j u s t  to 
.' 

the  east of' 'ay C i t y ,  Those 1@ n e t s  &o not 

incIir9.e %hose in t,ke river.  They ca tch  

bu:l-%€?f?& 8 ,  par-ch, smfi &I, suckers Em5 
r-."""k 4 pike in them. nn not  catch any y e l l o w  
w 
m pickerel. in ti-:en. They t a k e  what shey c a l l  

p w  tbe mad bass,  which is a upeeies of the 

black baas. Their mouth is a l i t t l e  larger 

t h m  tb'cj hlack hags; and it is probnbly the 

big rnouthed Slack Sass, They get a aood 

priue for tf:cm. G t m  wholesale then f o r  

( P !  They used to wear e good deal in the winter 

but now t h e r e  iar but, very l i t t l e  done re tnt l  

u 

last w h t  c 3 ~  there wet prsat faally no =pear- 
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r) 

f i s h  over IO. On the S i t t l e  Charities we 

f i sh  in about 30 feet depth for the outside 

$ot, and t h e  i n s i d e  one commmcea in abmt  

Tr;;ie;ieI skys t.he outside pats  

fit$% 'the bes t .  1: t h i n k  he has pravelly 
&* 

*/ hf 
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_ .  
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3 Our principR3 f i r h  are the herrfng, pfok- 

e m 1 ,  pwch,  and whitefidh, but the latter 

The herr ing COTE In all throu@ the bay. 

The her r ine  here  are larger tharl t h e  Creen 

3ay herring an3 ma l l e r  than the Lake F s i e  

herring. T h e y  w i l l  go about 3 t o  2 lbe. or 

2 to 1 lb. on an averace. We begin t o  G e t  

?,ha herrinq November 1, and  et them in the 

spriw also. As ti r u l e  we do not  et them 

in tha spring hefore Aprib 10. Yould not 

g o t  them i r t  tile f a l l  before the first of 

October. The principarZ herring fishdng i e  

- in Oatober and Xovmber. 

The first fish we take in the  a F i n g  are 

pickere l .  700 ret the piokerel aJ.1 t he  

season. Set them when r e  f i r a t  beEin to 

f i sh  m3 t n ? r e  then up t o  July  an8 then cet 

them wain in the 125111. O u r  prfnaipal 

prtkert.31 f i s h i r q  i n  in the sprine; a3 80011. QZI 



we c ~ n  get; ouz- nets in. / 

The ?arc!? Rye CnJPht all the time, excep t  

lzte in t W  fall n?en t h e  hem-ing: G O T F ~ ~  on 

we do m t  ~ : e t  as tnr," pitarch. Get more pemh 

in the  warm 8e~st)n. 

pesch. 
c__ 

Fe p t  on3:r the yellow p i c k e r e l  here. t4'""L / 

Pet  x very f e w  S P , ~ ? -  p i c k e r e l  an3 in the  
& 
f k  

las t  y e a r  or two t h e y  have seemed t o  be in- 

treaaing. J think it is the 8a.m sund 

- pickerel they have in Lake Erie. 

We .ret F; fmv black baas in June. In 

lo0 ibs. of f i s 5  woxld run acro88 1 or 2 
P' 

ba8d. Ke yet +,tiem in September to some 

"3 extent . 
Get t h e  cPrtfish d.ui*i= the aprine, men 

the warm Feather sets in, and again in the & 



n t 

fsll. Y?iey m e  quite abundant. 

them charnel c a t .  We have only 

kind. Pe gct  w e  bull-head8 in 

We aall 

the one 

the marshy 

places  in %tie Lake and in the river. - 
G o t  very few sturgeon. In fact t h e y  are 

decrencinf: every y e w ,  but they were ab-- 

dant in t h e  bay at one tim. I do not sup- 

pose we fr;ot 25 ill last  spring.  I %hi& 

c_ 

t.hs Secinaw S a y  Fish Co. g e t  more. 

There are no :vhite baa8 to speak of, but 

we used to have quite a few of them 8 or 10 

gears apo. 'Jsed t o  pet thean a s  high a8 200 

l b s .  at a t i m e  to a boat. We g e t  the C a l i -  

P i  sk. Yc get a f e w  rock basrr, but they are 

r iver  fi nh. 

Get quite a f e w  sheerprhead, but they da 

n o t  I J r i n F ;  them into the market at all. %e 

narksted they ate  up all there was in them, 



8 

w 



Seme at Rig C'hacity, Feint Lookout ana Taw- 

a8, M d  Ret ###?MI at the head of the bay. A t  

the fa l l8  where there i s  a l e a r  water, we g d  

quite a few at t h e  head @f the bay, but anly 

in the fa l l .  A t  the Charitie8 we get mere 

i n  the sprine than f a l l *  

@ 

are an the inareass. I do not think peroh 
I 

have fa l len  off', and, if anything, they w e  

on the inoreas., Suckers are fa l l ing  o f f  

#om, but not nuah. Pereh, aucker8 and 

herring are an the i n t ? ~ e l ~ ~ e  you !night aay. 

te f luh hare ?allen off' very meh. 1 do 

know to they ever got many trout in t h i s  

0 --cc 

The pickerel are f a l l i n g  off  some every 

We do net notice it sa ='oh exaept 



in the f p r i n ~ .  For t h e  las t  3 year8 we 

htve had very unfavarable weather. Re r e t  

;\.!e most of +,kern when they are spawning, but 

wo..~lQ have a h i p  blow eome up for t h e  Z a a t  

3 years an-! c?rive them out  of t h o  ?my w h e n  

t h e y  were spcwnim. !!!he dx~crease is the 

r e s - d t  of' exaecldivs f ishlna,  m d  a l l w i n g  

::0.2 j t i o k e r a l  to he marketed. Thnt roclltl 

be j - ickcsrs l  less than 1 lb. round. Qe do 

not d r e s s , p i a k e s e l  at all. Early fn t h e  

season '-ew York b a y s  heavi ly  of' us, but 

after t 9 n t  we look t o  the southern markets ,  

St .Louis ,  Chicet.;a, Cincinnati, et c. - 
!dy opinion in repard t o  t h i s  hay l a  t o  

p r o t e c t  the pickerel ,  and a lso  t h e  whitefish 

T k e j  are t,ht: o n l y  on88 we bare shout pra- 

3%:- 

vpk 
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I queBtion. I do not, know whether It would 

pay UB to f i e h  aft ,es  that  time. The other 

p i c k e r e l .  I 30 not know a s  ve would f e e l  

it very rilrch t,o ~ r o t e c t ,  t h e  mal l  ones. ?Ve 

river ahove Sacinaw, T5ey  f i s h  pouna and 

' hoop n e t s  up the river, The p i a k e r e l  run 7tr;" 
up the r iver  i n  t h c  o ~ ~ s 5 n r r  and npam both 

in the river and hr.y. I tklink to stop 

catching the nurn",er 2 pickere l  woald be 8 

5ood way of' rsotcct inp them. f would do it 

by not alfoainf; any t o  he broucht to market. 

herping a8 we draas,  hut we never get 

very mall. m e a .  fn Jum or the firrt of 
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, + + I  

a few "0.2 whitof'ish. Aocordiny to our 

books %'e pet %he m o s t  of tT.e x 3 i t s f i r h  in 

October ,  WIG! when the herrinp cme an they 

drive away t h e  whitefish eo same aap, Ye 

do not f i n d  schoole of different f i s h  run- 

ning  t,optt %er. < 
3 8  7"" 

I n  t h e  f a l l  w%en p i a k e r e l  are r:Ut'ing 

t he re  is h u t  one kind topether. Sone yearca 

we w i l l  pet  more perah,  other y e w s  suekerm, 

an:.! other. years ~ 0 . 3 ,  pieksrel. Ollltaillre of 

t h e  Charitfea and 11'0- P O r f  Au8tin they do 



m o s + u l v  con f ined  t o  i n s i 3 e  of %fie S h i r i t i a s .  

another  f o r  herriny; f i s h i n g  and the secona 

man seems t o  g e t  j u s t  as many as the f i r a t  

one.' I do not sc1y~:ose i f ,  t h e y  s a w  the 

1eBrPer stuck up t h a t  t h e y  wor;lri t r y  t o  Ret 

throaph it. 
t 

?'e d o  not leave any spme between tk7e 

nys. Ye have no t r o u -  

as the water is t o o  
\ 

a t i o n  Feople clo not COW 

- 
o u b l e  from saw3ust h a r e  

o not &imp any sawdust 
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* 
hers,  In n?y c .~t .r imae we, have ha& no 

tr.ou3l.e e o n  %?,at cblu88. They have been 

uafny: it'for f u e l  and laallding doeka,ete., 

ever since I can remember. A t  Alpma they 

have a swift a u r r a n t ,  but here it 18 alms% 

bea9. In t h e  sy;ring there I n  qtllte a cur- 

r en t ,  hu t  t h e  mills do not Get t o  nunriw 

until t h e  c:rrrent rots 8am pret ty  w e l l .  

The m i l l s  :lo not run in  the winter. 

*e h n v e  more o r  Lesa trouble from the 

rafts. ?.it t h e s e  l a rge  rafts they have 

been 5pincim in for the last year or two 

do not bother  U 8  811 they hFinpt them fn 

m o s t l y  in t h e  samer. Some fiehermen cam- 

p l a i n  of t h e  bark at the Cbarftias. The I&.k 
bark ttoes not get  into the PaUndS t o  Qa any 



the Charities. Yo2 cotlld go t 4  Ray Port  

o r  Point. Lookout to s t u d y  the f iah.  1 



spawning siefison it is a question w!iether it 

would p q  us to K O  io fishiw after that, 

but l i l t i tw i t e ly  it wo-ald be h good t f i i n g .  

The bulk of the p i c k e r e l  -6 thruull;h spawn- 

ing h j  tihe 10th of Apri l .  Ve w i l i  oatah 

p i c k e r e l  in the uI;per part of the bay until 

about d?me 10, GillinghPm eatohes them up 

to about the f'irst of J u l y ,  We g e t  uhac 

we c a l l  t h e  seconci run of piokere l  thz t  o m s  

on after  Lhe spawning f i s h  are throu&. 

Generally p ick  ere1 are throueh spawning by 

A p r i l  10 or 15. r-ood fishing would oon- 

tinue, however, until May 10th or Uth,  and 

then it P e t e  pretty light until the f irst  oir 

rnidtlle of June, 'pie get the ratlaand sun of 

male piekere1  Yollowfn(r;  abut 10 or 15 daya 

af'tor the femaler aro gone, 

I 
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e f ibe  and in r o a ~  c o n d i t i o n  if t h e y  were 

f b e d  a f a n  tirres. They could not  h r i n p :  

t h e m  ashore v e r y  ??;ell and w o u l d  tlirow them 

over 5etareon l i f t s .  

f er t i l i ze  it an5 depos i t  it u p i n .  If’ thsF 

ha3 l o t s  of work on t h e i r  hnnds they  would e 
prf lhahly  n e , T 1 B E t  it. P n s 3 i b l y  if t h e y  



t h a n  vaillt! 5 0  it, but others -auld n o t  t s k o  

?\e tro~t!:le. Y Y m  t9e 3.!t;.;t??er YEN favor&- 

hle go t h e y  c o * d d ,  no Sodht ttic) a o d d  Cto 23 

but when tllc wefither c o t  r o w h  an5 the). 

eaa3.3 not 9 0  it very c o n v e n i e n t l y  t h e y  would 

not, b o t 3 e r  wit!? it. ?is!iesrnen do not l i k e  

to p aut, OF t!ieir line of' work. There is 

no d i r e c t  income from. it, and t h e y  woald 

atiy "1 WII not getting any pay f o r  thia", srrtd 

that -unuld be ahout  t he  s ize  of it. 

I Sa not know b u t  thtlttt Suginaw l x m ~ e s  more 

o r  f i eh .  7% tr&o more herring than ever, 

T ~ k e  Leas plickarel altogether, and take more 
1L.v""1 
w v  
F"" of these soft; fish, perah, suakers,eta. / 






